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NATURAL BEEKEEPING – Questions 
 
1. What is the environmental importance of bees?  

a. One bee colony can pollinate 300 million flowers each day. 
b. Bees pollinate fruits, nuts and vegetables. 
c. Bees pollinate about 90% of the worlds nutritional. 
d. All of the above. 

 

2. How do bees pollinate?  
a. A worker bee, visits a flower, collects bits of pollen from the male part of the 

flower on its’ feet. 
b. The bee travels to another plant of the same type with the pollen clung to 

its’ feet. 
c. Bees will slurp nectar at the second flower, depositing pollen on the female 

part. 
d. All of the above. 

 

3. What is the male part of the flower called?  
a. Anther. 
b. Petal. 
c. Stigma. 
d. Stem. 

 

4. What is the female part of the flower called?  
a. Anther. 
b. Petal. 
c. Stigma. 
d. Stem. 
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5. Why is the Honey Bee is serious decline?  
a. It is due to poor bee management. 
b. Commercial beekeepers manipulate hives 
c. It is due to pests and diseases. 
d. All of the above. 

 

6. What is the main chemical used in bee hives?  
a. Ammonia. 
b. Fipronil. 
c. A cocktail of pesticides. 
d. No chemicals are used. 

 

7. What are the 3 Castes of bees?  
a. Queen. 
b. Workers. 
c. Drones. 
d. All of the above. 

 

8. What do bees need to build a hive or colony?  
a. Anywhere is fine. 
b. In a well-established garden. 
c. They need shelter, food availability and water 
d. In a hive. 

 

9. Where are nests and colonies usually found?  
a. Up high in a hollow tree. 
b. On a branch. 
c. Anywhere. 
d. Base of a tree. 
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10. How do bees build the comb for their colony to live in?  
a. They make wax from glands in their abdomen. 
b. Pollen and nectar are sorted on the outside of brood cells, this is known as 

thermal dome. 
c. The colony will decide to build different sizes cells in the comb. 
d. They decide what proportion of worker bees and drone bees need to be in 

the hive as the queen passes over the comb to lay eggs. 
e. All of the above. 

 

11. What is the important role that foraging bees have?  
a. They bring back propolis resin to seal the hive and this protects it from 

diseases and infections. 
b. They bring back nectar. 
c. They bring back pollen. 
d. They bring back honey. 

 

12. When the hive expands in numbers, which direction does the comb go?  
a. Upwards. 
b. Sideways. 
c. Downwards. 
d. Stays in the middle. 

 

13. Where is the best position to place your Warre Hive?  
a. Northwest. 
b. Southeast. 
c. Southwest. 
d. Northeast. 

 

14. What sort of food do bees need to have a constant supply of?  
a. Vegetables. 
b. A range of diverse plants and flowers that are long lasting. 
c. Native plants. 
d. Any plant will do. 
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15. Why is water so important for a colony?  
a. It is crucial for their wellbeing, hydration, cooling the hive. 
b. They don’t need water at all. 
c. They only need water to keep hydrated. 
d. They love to swim in it. 

 

16. What should they shape of the boxes be?  
a. Circular. 
b. Squared. 
c. Rectangular. 
d. Any shape will do. 

 

17. How many frames per box?  
a. Four. 
b. Six. 
c. Eight. 
d. Ten. 

 

18. What does SHB stand for?  
a. Small Hive Beetle. 
b. Silly Happy Bees. 
c. Smart Homeward Bound. 
d. Small Hive Bee. 

 

19. What is the quilt box used for?  
a. Waterproofing. 
b. Weatherproofing. 
c. Protection. 
d. Thermal efficiency. 
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20. Why do you add boxes underneath when the colony expands?  
a. Because you can’t add them to the top. 
b. It emulates the process that would occur in nature as bees naturally build 

their colony downwards. 
c. It is where they store food. 
d. You don’t add another box you build another hive. 

 

21. When did the Small Hive Beetle arrive in Australia?  
a. 2000. 
b. 1989. 
c. 1967. 
d. 1954. 

 

22. How many eggs can the Small Hive Beetle lay?  
a. 200. 
b. 400. 
c. 300. 
d. 100. 

 

23. What is the best way to trap Small Hive Beetles?  
a. Placing vegetable oil on the bottom board. 
b. Placing soapy water on the bottom board. 
c. Filling the bottom board with a little vegetable oil and soapy water. 
d. Pesticides. 

 

24. What are some of the most common pests?  
a. Wax Moth. 
b. Ants. 
c. Varroa Mites. 
d. All of the above. 
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25. What are some of the most common diseases?  
a. American Foulbrood. 
b. European Foulbrood. 
c. Chalkbrood. 
d. All of the above. 

 

26. What are some alternatives to using chemicals?  
a. Use water base paints or linseed oil to preserve the timber. 
b. Use diatomaceous earth, lime, soapy water and vegetable oil for beetle 

traps. 
c. Use cinnamon for ant control. 
d. All of the above. 


