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COMPOST – Questions 
 
1. Composting is a very sustainable process because... 

a. it means you can grow beautiful organic plants. 
b. it recycles your garden waste and enriches soil. 
c. it is made up of soil and some clay. 
d. it balances the inorganic and organic components of soil. 

 

2. The best things to put into a compost are... 
a. carbon rich lawn clippings. 
b. nitrogen rich twiggy bits. 
c. weeds and lawn clippings mainly. 
d. garden waste balancing green and brown ingredients. 

 

3. Getting the right balance of ingredients is best achieved by... 
a. adding equal quantities of everything you put in. 
b. layering brown and green ingredients at 15:1. 
c. letting the first and second layer break down first. 
d. adding plenty of moisture even if the ingredients are going in wet. 

 

4. Fresh kitchen waste in the compost... 
a. is a perfect ingredient as it is organic. 
b. should be thrown in before lawn clippings. 
c. should be put through the worm farm ideally. 
d. is not suitable as there is too much variety. 

 

5. A compost in your back garden.... 

a. can be smelly so site it far away from the house. 

b. is best if sited in the shade with plenty of aeration. 

c. should be in a warm sunny position. 

d. is best if everything is put in a tall pile 2m high. 
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6. A compost in your back garden.... 

e. can be smelly so site it far away from the house. 

f. is best if sited in the shade with plenty of aeration. 

g. should be in a warm sunny position. 

h. is best if everything is put in a tall pile 2m high. 
 

7. Fresh weeds in a compost… 

a. will be ok if they are annuals not perennials. 

b. don’t need to be chopped up like pruning. 

c. break down faster if they are lightly forked through. 

d. balance out lawn clippings. 
 

8. Turning over your compost heap... 

a. will spread the bacteria, accelerating the composting process. 

b. will swap the fungi around slowing the composting process. 

c. will mean the outside edges will become hotter. 

d. is only helpful if you have a compost tumbler. 
 

9. Compost bins with solid sides... 

a. create a good amount of heat for fast composting. 

b. are better than hessian or old towels. 

c. need to have many holes drilled in their sides for aeration. 

d. should not touch each other as the bacteria inside may spread. 
 
10. A blanket on the top of the compost... 

a. is wrong it needs to be waterproof. 

b. will keep bacteria warm so they can breed more. 

c. stop worms from breeding in the middle. 

d. help keep the moisture in the compost. 
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11. Compost heaps should be watered... 

a. daily in summer. 

b. a good soaking each week in summer. 

c. anytime you think it needs it after checking. 

d. never, it balances itself out naturally. 
 

12. Compost is organic matter broken down... 

a. only when bacteria are present. 

b. because that is natures rule. 

c. when it is in a pile rather than spread out. 

d. after all the layers have been added. 
 

13. Compost added to your soil... 

a. is good only if well forked through. 

b. is not necessary if you are an organic gardener. 

c. will mean organic fertilisers are not necessary. 

d. will give your soil life, vitality, nutrients and microbes. 
 

14. Soil has compost in it… 

a. the organic component of soil is compost. 

b. the inorganic component of soil is compost. 

c. only when you buy it in bags from the nursery. 

d. only the top 300mm of soil. 
 

15. Why would you check on your compost? 

a. when it has rained. 

b. only in summer as it might want watering. 

c. it isn't necessary as nature will do it naturally. 

d. if you would like to accelerate the process. 



 
 

Page 5 

16. Speedy composting requires... 

a. watering every second day. 

b. a blanket on the top. 

c. a balance of ingredients. 

d. additions of soil each month. 
 

17. Why would you have your compost heaps touching? 

a. to prevent anyone walking on it, damaging bacteria. 

b. allowing bacteria to infiltrate all areas of the compost. 

c. to stop bacteria from multiplying too quickly. 

d. it makes it easy to water, keeping bacteria down. 
 

18. Compost can be used... 

a. only as an added bonus on the soil surface. 

b. only in the soil if forked through. 

c. as a thick layer under mulch. 

d. as a side dressing in spring and summer. 
 

19. Compost needs water and air. 

a. always in moderation. 

b. more water than air. 

c. never in winter. 

d. it will vary so checking is necessary. 
 

20. Dusty compost indicates... 

a. you have too much soil in the compost. 

b. you need more moisture in the compost. 

c. that rats must have been fossicking around. 

d. your compost is doing very well. 
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21. Bokashi bins are helpful... 

a. if you have a Japanese garden. 

b. when your compost is full. 

c. to compost scraps that don't go into your compost or worm farm. 

d. if you are an organic gardener. 
 

22. Compost piles heat up... 

a. in the centre if the balance of ingredients is right. 

b. on the outside of the compost heap. 

c. when bad bacteria are present. 

d. when the weather is warmer. 
 

23. A compost should smell... 

a. a lot so place them at the back of your garden. 

b. like an earthy mushroom. 

c. a bit acidy from a distance. 

d. So keep a good cover on the top. 
 

24. Using compost in pots... 

a. is not advisable as you don’t know what’s in it. 

b. is not advisable as it will still have bacteria in it. 

c. is ok it is placed in the bottom of the pot. 

d. is great if you have enough. 
 

25. Three compost piles are... 

a. best, adding to one, brewing one, using one. 

b. ok, two to be used as mulch and one for potting mix. 

c. a waste of space, it is best all together in one big pile. 

d. best, one for pots, one for soil additive and one for mulch. 
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26. ‘Loose’ compost indicates... 

a. vermin have been in there. 

b. not enough ‘brown’ matter is in there. 

c. not enough moisture. 

d. too much green, lawn clipping. 
 

27. Perennial weeds in a compost... 

a. will be cooked and therefore killed. 

b. will be killed by the bacteria in the centre. 

c. will probably survive the process. 

d. will be ok if watered properly. 
 

28. If you had a glut of one ingredient... 

a. store it in a bin till later. 

b. source other items to balance it out. 

c. if you chop it up very small it will be ok. 

d. put the spare into your worm farm. 
 

29. Chopping ingredients finely will... 

a. not help at all. 

b. only help if you have a glut of one ingredient. 

c. be helpful if you water it well. 

d. speed up the composting process. 
 

30. Adding very wet ingredients to a compost… 

a. is added to the pile that is nearly finished composting. 

b. needs to balance with dry ingredients. 

c. should only be placed on the surface of the compost. 

d. should be watered to loosen it up. 
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31. Why is variety best in a compost? 

a. a balance of ingredients will compost the fastest. 

b. it will make the most nutritious compost. 

c. you will have least problems with your compost. 

d. all of the above. 
 
 
 

 


