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GARDEN DESIGN ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 
 
1. A site analysis is a… 

a. design that has had the full set of criteria fulfilled. 
b. list of criteria that has to be designed. 
c. set of factors that has been considered from the site. 
d. functioning garden that has some factors that needed  

to be fulfilled. 
 

2. Existing structures play a part in the design if they... 
a. are useful they should stay. 
b. fit the wishes of the client and are safe. 
c. look ugly then replacing them is ideal. 
d. are expensive they should be kept. 
 

3. Designing a garden for disabilities… 
a. requires their needs to be assessed. 
b. means adhering to the clients wishes exactly. 
c. is difficult as the final design will probably not suit  

anyone else. 
d. is easy as the client will favour your suggestion. 
 

4. Climate has an influence on the design… 
a. not really if you know it well. 
b. only if you are in an extreme area. 
c. and should be researched. 
d. if you plan to have both sun and shade in the design. 
 

5. A bubble diagram is… 
a. a diagram with the client’s desires marked on it. 
b. an A4 drawing that shows major influences. 
c. a reference diagram showing general past uses. 
d. circles drawn to show all potential uses in the garden. 
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6. Garden bed heights should be made to cater for  
disabled people… 
a. between 600mm-700mm, the same as for an aged person. 
b. or catered to each individual. 
c. between 200mm-300mm to allow for small children as well. 
d. between 300mm-600mm to satisfy all criteria. 
 

7. Aged people wish to maintain their garden… 
a. but find it impossible with ordinary tools. 
b. with a bit of help from their friends. 
c. as long as they have had specific tools made for them.  
d. and can do some of it if the garden is designed well. 
 

8. Designing plants into a garden… 
a. is easier if a discussion with the client is thorough. 
b. should be done with a theme the client has chosen. 
c. is best done at the start with the client. 
d. is done if the garden beds have been designed with flexibility. 
 

9. Hard landscaping is… 
a. best designed with the budget clearly in mind. 
b. best researched and built with confidence. 
c. all the hard items like shed, paving and bird baths.  
d. everything that is hard around the house. 

10. Site structures on a plan shows…  
a. that it will be harder for the client to understand. 
b. that it makes the trees easier to show height. 
c. the sun and shade that will be cast.  
d. that it will take longer to implement. 
 

11. If a client has wishes that are clearly wrong…  
a. the garden can still be designed. 
b. they shouldn’t be listened to. 
c. encourage a better design. 
d. just take out what they think is wrong. 
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12. Measuring a site is best... 
a. when you have a second person to check. 
b. pacing out steps if exact scale is not necessary. 
c. if a tape is used to give accurate distance for the  

bubble diagram.  
d. rather than pacing out the steps. 
 

13. Site features should be written out… 
a. as it is easy to forget something. 
b. to save time. 
c. so, the list can be used in the main design. 
d. to be able to write them in the client name box. 
 

14. A ‘sitting’ garden design features… 
a. pathways that lead to a chair. 
b. a centre rotunda with flowers and herbs around. 
c. grass in the middle with a flowery shrub hedge around  

the edge.  
d. a choice of seats which have good vistas. 
 

15. A design for a disabled person, should include… 
a. plenty of wide open spaces to get around. 
b. wide attractive cobbled pathway around the garden. 
c. have 1.2m wide paving that leads to a designated area. 
d. a pathway 1.2m wide with fragrant or sensory plants. 
 

16. Designing a built structure is important, even a small garden edging as...  
a. it is important to be confident with your material choices. 
b. material choices should be checked with friendly tradespersons. 
c. estimating the costs is difficult without help from  

a tradesperson. 
d. material choices are best researched for the client  

to choose. 
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17. Choosing plants... 
a. will suit the client’s needs when it is all done. 
b. for client’s medical needs and colour choices is best. 
c. is best after measuring the garden bed and client list. 
d. is a flexible decision to be developed with the client. 
 

18. Tool choices to maintain a garden… 
a. should be adapted to suit the garden. 
b. are best made with the client in mind. 
c. need to be specifically designed by a handy person.  
d. will always make the maintenance easier. 
 

19. Soil types influence watering… 
a. by the heavier the soil the more it holds water. 
b. as drainage is better with loamy soil. 
c. as sandy soil will hold onto the water for a long time  

below the surface. 
d. as any soil will drain if you dig the hole approx.  

250mm deep. 
 

20. Removing unwanted items from a garden… 
a. should be removed by professionals. 
b. must be sorted into piles that will be recycled or tipped. 
c. should be recycled or preferably reused on site. 
d. must be kept to a minimum. 
 

21. If you want to dig up an area for a pond… 
a. check for services in the ground. 
b. research frogs and wildlife in the area naturally.  
c. know what plants can be transplanted or saved. 
d. check for drainage and allow for water pipes. 
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22. Sun and shade affect temperatures in the garden as… 
a. sunnier gardens will not be hot if trees are close by. 
b. a leafy garden will trap heat in the one sunny spot. 
c. by having a hedge on the eastern side will create heat. 
d. the larger the tree the more the temperature stabilises. 
 

23. The best use for a garden is… 
a. one the client wants. 
b. to have various purposes. 
c. to be about the size of the garden. 
d. usually one use in a small garden. 
 

24. When designing a small garden with fruit, vegetables  
and herbs for an aged client, you need to design… 
a. with a budget and the client’s abilities in mind. 
b. by understanding scale, client abilities, and  

material used. 
c. knowing the budget, sun and structures. 
d. by getting the right tools, right budget and client’s  

needs right. 
 

25. A well-functioning garden… 
a. is a delight to work and live in. 
b. is difficult to get the design fulfilled. 
c. is best if designed as you go. 
d. will have had a full set of design criteria fulfilled. 
 

26. To get a client to agree to a design... 
a. will happen when all criteria are understood. 
b. is easy if you listen to their needs in the first consultation.  
c. usually needs a second consultation to express yourself. 
d. will happen if you read the clients mannerisms. 
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27. A scale rule is a good idea when drawing designs… 
a. so, the measurements are perfect. 
b. to see how an item will fit into the area. 
c. because scale rules help you to clearly mark direction  

and existing features. 
d. so, you can change scale on the design if you need. 
 

 
 


