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SMALL SPACE GARDENING ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS 
  
1. When designing a garden, what affects the site is… 

a. your neighbours, the boundaries and sun orientation. 
b. trees, neighbours and the garden as a whole. 
c. sun orientation and neighbouring influences. 
d. what you want to do with the site and the shaded  

northern boundary. 
 

2. Watering pots are difficult because… 
a. small pots will need to be fed more often. 
b. there are problems when the plant gets too tall for the pot. 
c. smaller pots are more porous than larger ones. 
d. watering needs will vary from pot to pot. 
 

3. Important aspect to consider when placing trees in your garden design are 
that… 
a. they can create shade when they are evergreen. 
b. they take the longest to establish. 
c. the rest of the garden should be designed before the  

trees get settled. 
d. they create site limitations and can have little impact  

on the garden. 
 

4. A soft flow nozzle on a hose is a… 
a. device that allows the water to come out softly but  

in a large amount. 
b. nozzle that can be dialled to spread the water  

around softly. 
c. problem with the erosive effect on the soil. 
d. nozzle that puts water out gently in lesser amounts. 
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5. Sun affects a small garden as… 
a. many design elements are affected by sun, like tree placement. 
b. large trees are usually the answer to creating privacy  

and shade. 
c. sun on the south side can burn most plants. 
d. it is best to draw a scale plan to see how privacy  

is affected. 
 

6. Watering a small garden… 
a. is important to water in the evening to prevent  

fungal problems. 
b. should be done as a good soaking. 
c. is only a problem if you have small pots. 
d. should be done a little bit each day. 
 

7. Small garden compost heaps… 
a. create their own heat. 
b. can be in the sun to keep them warm. 
c. need to have a tree covering it. 
d. can be kept alongside a worm farm. 
 

8. Potting mix is best made… 
a. by yourself as it will be more sustainable. 
b. by a company as it is cheaper and has longevity. 
c. with the right balance and freshest ingredients. 
d. with organic ingredients which have longevity.  
 

9. Topiary is a form of pruning… 
a. that will allow fruit trees to bear fruit quickly. 
b. that keeps a tree growing along a trellis. 
c. an old method of trimming regularly. 
d. method to trim fruit trees regularly.  
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10. The best time of the year to prune a plant is…  
a. usually after flowering. 
b. regularly. 
c. whenever the plants need it. 
d. spring when the plant is growing out of shape. 
 

11. Espalier is suitable for small gardens as it… 
a. can be used for fruit trees. 
b. is a very old and tried method of pruning. 
c. can be used in places that are 30cm wide. 
d. can be used on free standing or trained on a structure. 
 

12. Vertical gardening is good for small spaces as it… 
a. has been under-utilised. 
b. allows structures to be utilised. 
c. utilises space more efficiently. 
d. can be more adventurous.  
 

13. Pot size will affect the success of your plants, because… 
a. the bigger the pot the healthier the roots. 
b. the smaller the pot the more you can fit into  

a vertical space. 
c. the larger the pot the larger the plant can grow. 
d. the smaller the pot the less amount of water is need. 
 

14. The Australian standard potting mix… 
a. will often be better than home-made mix. 
b. is on all mixes sold in nurseries these days. 
c. is perfect for growing Australian plants. 
d. will be on the bag of mix, but you can’t rely on it. 
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15. Pots should be made out of clay… 
a. as this material is porous. 
b. only for larger plants and pots. 
c. as it is better for the plant than plastic ones. 
d. if it is what suits you best. 
 

16. Recycled items can be used to plant into… 
a. as long as the roots are able to get into the ground as well. 
b. if you trim the plant to keep it from outgrowing the pot. 
c. as long as the plant will match the size of root space. 
d. as long as you use Australian standard potting mix. 
 

17. A tree in your backyard can be beneficial… 
a. if it is deciduous, allowing winter sun. 
b. if it is deciduous or evergreen. 
c. if it allows you to design what you want in the rest  

of the garden. 
d. as long as its casting summer shade over your compost, worm farm and 

vegetable garden. 
 

18. When watering pots, you should consider the soil to… 
a. take care not to cause erosion with a harsh flow. 
b. make sure it is a long slow drink at the end of a hot day. 
c. be soaked in the morning to prevent issues. 
d. make sure the leaves have been well washed. 
 

19. The best use of a pallet is… 
a. to plant herbs like rosemary and thyme. 
b. to have geo-textile liner inside to prevent issues  

with methyl bromide.  
c. usually without much expense. 
d. when the vertical space is efficiently used. 
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20. Powder coated wire plant stands are… 
a. a relic of the past and are rather inefficient. 
b. serving a purpose but break down too quickly. 
c. allowed for more smaller pots in an area. 
d. good for everyone’s grandparents. 
 

21. Watering soil is… 
a. very similar to watering Australian standard potting mix. 
b. more efficient than watering pots. 
c. done far less than watering pots. 
d. best done to allow excess water to evaporate. 
 

22. When feeding plants in pots… 
a. always use organic fertiliser. 
b. it’s best if using home-made organic fertiliser. 
c. should be little and often.  
d. is most efficient if done at the same time as the soil. 
 

23. Topiary is best for… 
a. fruit trees and other old plants. 
b. most plants that can live in a pot. 
c. plants with small leaves that can be trimmed regularly.  
d. exotic green plants grown for their nice leaves. 

24. Pruning a tree in a small space is… 
a. best if the tree is trimmed at 5-6m across. 
b. done successfully if careful pruning is done 3 times a year. 
c. a problem over a period of time. 
d. best if tall trees are trimmed into a hedge. 
 

25. Making your own potting mix… 
a. can be done but will collapse over a period of time. 
b. is best used for larger pots growing organic fruit trees. 
c. will work best if it is totally organic. 
d. is great if you have the right ingredients but often doesn't last long. 
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26. Compass knowledge is important in a small space… 
a. as the north side of a fence will be cooler and cast shade to the south. 
b. an east west growing hedge will allow enough sun on the west to grow 

vegetables. 
c. as a north facing house will have plenty of sun in the backyard that is close 

to your house. 
d. as summer sun is higher and will get to the southern  

side of a fence in the warm months.  
 

27. In a drought if water is limited the garden should  
be watered… 
a. each morning before the sun gets too hot to prevent desiccation of leaves. 
b. with a deep soaking on the trees first as they will be the most difficult to 

replace. 
c. on the leafy vegetables first as they dry out the quickest. 
d. thoroughly soaking evenly on the garden once a week. 
 

28. Plant roots in pots… 
a. are relying on you completely for their water and food. 
b. are going to be very healthy if watered correctly. 
c. will go into the ground to get protection from the heat. 
d. can be pruned regularly to keep the plant in check. 
 

29. When designing a small space, you would use a scale drawing/map as it… 
a. looks rather professional. 
b. shows you exactly where the north/south points are. 
c. allows you to get a visual of where items can/will go  

in the garden. 
d. will show the shade impact a large tree will have on  

the southern border. 
 

30. Plants that are suitable for your area… 
a. are best placed in the northern side of your house.  
b. should be flowering all year. 
c. don’t need watering. 
d. will be easiest to manage. 
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31. The best way to extend the life of a plant in a pot is to… 

a. keep it pruned annually.  
b. keep it in more shade than sun. 
c. carefully trim and feed to maintain the plant. 
d. allow it to grow, then flower, but prune well afterwards. 
 
 

 


