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Recycled Pallet Garden 
Finding ways to live sustainably is becoming more and more popular.  Knowing 
where our food comes from and how it is grown, seems to be generating lots of 
interest, but one of the most common questions we get asked as trainers, is how 
can I start growing my veggies when I am limited by space?

Recycled Pallet Gardens are the perfect addition to any small space, even bigger 
spaces, in-fact any space at all, suits this option of gardening.  And you don't 
have to be an expert to know how, these are easy and an affordable option.

Pallet Gardens are great for herbs, leafy green salad mixes and succulents.  
Succulents are perfect for low light and low water, making it a fabulous water 
saving choice.  The Recycled Pallet Garden is a great addition to any balcony, 
you could add a little colour or leave it with an organic and raw finish, depending 
on your own taste.

Pallets are available everywhere, it is just a matter of keeping your eye out for 
residents who are throwing in their council pickup or your local hardware are often 
happy to give them away.
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Materials 
Let’s talk all things materials and exactly what you will need to create the 
perfect pallet garden.

• A pallet (most pallets can be found at your local hardware store because 
they are throwing them out).

• Some weed matting or geotextile fabric.  (I find weed matting affordable).

• Staple gun and staples.

• Hammer and nails.

• Potting soil (better to have more soil, than not enough so 2.5 cubic metres 
will comfortably fill a standard pallet.

• Plants of your choice, either leafy greens, herbs or succulents.

Instructions 
Whilst it is always good to follow instructions, you will find your own rhythm 
when making your pallet garden.  You will find the instructions so easy to follow 
you will become an expert at it in no time.

1. Sand down any rough spots on your pallet.  If the back of your pallet 
doesn't have much support, find some scrap wood, roughly 3-4 inches wide 
and 1/4 inch thick, or the thickness of the rest of your supports.  Cut it down to 
the width of your pallet.  Using two nails on each side add supports so they are 
roughly even down the back of your pallet.

2. Double or triple up on your weed matting 
and begin stapling.  Staple weed matting along 
the back, bottom and sides of the pallet, taking 
care at the corners to fold in the fabric so no 
soil will spill out.  (see photo)
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3. Lay the pallet flat and pour the potting mix through the slats, pressing 
soil down firmly.  Leave enough room to begin planting.

4. Begin planting, starting at the bottom of the pallet and ending at the 
top. Make sure soil is firmly packed in each layer as your move up.  Add 
more soil as needed so that plants are tightly packed at the end.
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5. Water your pallet garden thoroughly 
and let it remain horizontal for 1 to 2 
weeks to allow plants to take root.  
After 1 to 2 weeks, you can set it 
upright.
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6. Please remember when you are 
watering your pallet garden to 
start at the top and water each 
subsequent section a little less, as 
your water will naturally seep 
through to the bottom plants.

Enjoy


